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way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
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or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be relaled thereto.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HQ, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech)
Camp Red Devil
APO San Francisco 96477

AVBL-C 21 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (C) Section I - Operations: Significant Activities
a. Mission.

lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) (Inclosure 1,
Task Organization) in cooperation and coordination with ARVN and GVN
Territorial and Regional Forces conducts search and clear, reconnaissance
in force, rocket suppression and pacification operations within assigned
area of operation.

b. Operations.

The following major operations were conducted by lst Inf Bde,
5th Inf Div (Mech) during the period | February 1970 - 30 April 1970,

(1) Operation Greene River (19 Jan 1970 - present)
(a) General.

Operation Greene River began on 19 January 1970 and
continued throughout the remainder of the reporting period. The mission
of the brigade was to continue search and clear, reconnaissance in force
and ambush operations in the assigned AO and to intensify preparations
for the approaching high threat period. The brigade increased its
intelligence effort and its reconnaissance and surveillance of known and
suspected enemy base areas. Efforts were also directed toward strengthening
FSB's and strong points to include prepositioning of supplies and
equipment. 1Ih addition, brigade units increased the security of key
installations, airfields, and key bridges. Initially the brigade AO

FOR OT UT
702211
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBL-C 21 Hay 1970
SUBJECT: Opcrational Report - Lossons Learncd, 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFPOR-65 (R2) (U)

(Inclosure 1) was realigned to insure optimum coverage throughout the
area during the hizh threat period of TET. (Inclosure 2)

The major operational tasks performed by units of the lst Inf Bde,
Sth Inf Div (Mech) were:

1. 1-11 Infantry: The battalion conducted search
and clear and night ambush operations in AO Green, secured TSB Fuller with
one rifle company, and maintained one company as a brigade ready reaction
force at QTCB,

2. TF 1-61: The primary missions performed by
TF 1-61 were to provide security at Al and C2, conduct search and clear
and reconnaissence in force operations in AO Orange, and conduct
combined operations west of A0 Orange with clements of the 2nd ARVN
Regiment and to the ezst with the 7th ARVN Mech.

: 3. TF 1=77: Sccurity of the Cua Viet davel Facility
and the conduct of day petrols and night ambushes in northern A0 Black were
the primcry missions assigned to TF 1=77 under Opcration Greenc River. In
April 1970 TF 1-77 begen conducting search and clecr and reconnaissance

in forcc operations in AO Blue, secured en artillery element vic FSB Pedro,
cnd estsblished NDP's in A0 Bluc.

4. TF 3-5: This unit conducted a number of operations
within and adjacent to A0 White. These included reconnaissance in force
and search and clear operations in A0 White and the Mai Loc CIDG AO, provided
security for land clearing operations by the 59th Land Clearing Company, and
establishment of a ready reaction force for Mai Loc, Huong Hoa District,
and Camp Carroll. 1In addition TF 3-5 provided security for an artillery
raid near the "Rockpile" (XD 9855) and conducted combined operations with
the 2d ARVN Regiment.

(b) Significant Contacta:

l. During an operation to the wost of A0 Orengo from
30 Mcr « 06 Apr 1970, TF 1-61 initicted contact with various sised NVA ond
VC clements. The operation resulted in 58 NVA KIA.

2. On 06 April 1970, two platoons of 3=5 Cev were attacked
in thoir NDP's in AU White. The succossful defense of their positions
rosulted 4in 49 NVA KIA end two PW's,

On 08 April 1970 & pletoon of A/L=12 Cav occupying &

night ambush in 40 éiank wes attacked by an unknown size enemy force,
resulting in nine NVA/VC KIA.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBL-C ’ 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, lst Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

(¢) The cumulative results to date of Operation Greene

River are:
FRIEWDLY ENEMY
KIA WIA (FE) WIA (M) MIA KIA P INC CcSWe
2 30 N1 2% 3 6 15

(2) Combined Operations,

The brigade initiated integrated operations of brigade units
and local forces in two districts of the province to enhance security of the
populated areas, coordinate the operation of all forces charged with some
aspect of population security, and simultaneously upgrade and train RF/PF
units in the area.

For each operation a combined operations center was established for
the district chief and the commanding officer of the controlling battalion
headquarters. All plans, concepts, and decisions were developed at the
combined operations center. The DIOCC and TOu were operational 24 hours a
day and principal members of the battalion staff and their Vietnamese
counterparts met for planning and conrdination on a daily basis. .5S.
commanders and small unit leaders were thoroughly briefed as to the purpose,
intent, and mission of the operation. U.S. troops were indoctrinated
during a preparation stage of the operation. As a minimum, basic combat
fundamentals were reviewed and the use of interpreters and Vietnamese
customs and traditions were taught to the brigade soldiers.

During the operation, U.S. and RF company commanders and platoon
leaders conducted initial joint briefings. Directions and orders were
agreed on at District/Task Force level, then simultaneously were sent to
the combined US/RF company headquarters. The two company commanders agreed
on the implementing orders which were dispatched to each combined RF/US
platoon headquarters. The platoons jointly selected combined squad ambush
positions and the location of claymore ambushes. Tactical reports were
sent from the RF/US company headquarters to the combined operations center
where the District Chief and U.S. Task Force Commander received them and
jointly developed further instructions.

(a) Operation York Market (30 Jan - 16 April 1970)
Operation York Market was a combined reconnaissance

in force, search and clear, security, rice denial, and saturation ambush
patrolling operation by integrated US/RF infantry companies. The lst

INCL 3
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AVBL=C 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, lat Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

Battalion, 77th Armor was designated the controlling headquarters for the
combined operation southwest of Hai Truong (Inclosure 4) in Hai Lang
District. For the operation, a U.S. infantry compaeny was combined at
platoon level with an RF company following a joint training period. The
combined/intagrated foree conducted operations to the southwest of Hai
Truong while to the east three Combined Action Platoons in conjuanction
with & PP platoon, the Revolutionary Development Cadre, People's Self
Defense Forces, and the RF bridge security force provided local security
for the populace and assisted in the administiration of MEDCAP, Psyop,
end civic astion projoots. During the period the villages went from a
HES D rating to a C rating.

During the period, five RF companios wore upgraded. The cumulative
results were:

FRIENDLY TURMY

KA WIA  MIA kia W CHIEU MOT IWC  CSWC

s 0 8 0 20 1 2 20 1
RF 0 - 1 0

(b) Operation Dakota Clint (10 Feb - 29 Mar 1970)

Operation Dakota Clint wos o combined reconnalssence in
force, search and clecr, security, rice deniel, and saturetion ambush/
patrolling operation by integrated US/RF infantry componies and recon/
killer teams, The 1lat Batfalion, llth Infcentry was designatod the controlling
hozdquarters for the combinad operation in the Mal Loc A0 (Inclosure 5).
Security forces consisted of one U.S. infantry company, two RF companies,
eight PF pletoons, and the CIDG forces., The U.S. infantry company and the
RF/PF unita (one company at a time) wers combined at platoon level and
co..ducted sezrch and cleor, security, end night smbush operations in now
populnted arces of Mal Loc AO. Extensive MEDCAP, Psyop end civic action
activities were concurrently conducted during the operation., [ive RF
companies wore upgreded during the operction. The results of TF 1-11
Inf!'s participation in Operction Dakota Clint weres

FRIENDLY ENDMY

KIA  WIA  MIA KIA P CHIEU HOI INC CSWC

Us 0 15 0 19 1 0 L 0
locel 2 15 0

CONFIBENTIAI.
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AVBL-C 21 May 1970
SUBJZICTt Operational Report ~ Lessons Learned, lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

¢. Significant Activities,
(1) 1Issue of MS51, Sheridan Assault Vehicle.

During the reporting period, all armored cavalry units
under opersational control of the brigade were issued the M5S1 as a
replacement for the MiSA3, medium tank, Each troop of the 3rd Squadron,
Sth Cavalry and A Troop, Lth Squadron, 12th Cavalry completed & one week
training exercise including livs firing exercises on the brigade range
pricr to condueting operations with the new vehicle. The program was
scheduled over & six week period and by early March, all units had
completed their familiarization training and were conducting daily operations
with the MS51. '

(2) RF/FF Leadership School.

The RF/PF leadership school established by the brigade in
December 1969, continued to train selected RF/PF squad and platoon leaders
in leadership and small unit tactics. During the reporting period 279
students successfully completed the course of instruction.,

(3) Civic Action/Psyop.
(a) General:

During the reporting period, brigade civic action
operations were directed towards the support of pacification programs at
hamlet and village level. These operations were coupled with the two major
pacification operations discussed earlier.

During TET 1970, the brigade assumed a supporting role of local
Vietnamese projects. The brigade provided 4,500 gifts and 380 pounds of
candy for a program developed by the S-5 of the 2d ARVN Regiment. The
program was a series of 2d ARVN Regiment sponsored parties for children
of the province. In addition to normal district activities, battalion
S-5's jointly planned TET programs with their respective district chiefs.
Though enough gifts, food and candy were provided for 5,200 children in
five districts, U.S. unit participation was purposely minimal,

(b) MEDCAP
1. Observation.
After reevaluating the medical system established in

Quang Tri Province and the support offered to this system by military
medical civic action teams, the brigade readjusted its goals and procedures

3
CONFIDENTIAL
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ATBL-C 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, lst Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

for MEDCAP operations, The greatest need for assistance was found to be

at the village dispensaries. The province medicine chief provided a list

by district of the village dispensaries which would benefit by the

scheduled visit of a medical doctor. The Brigade Surgeon then coordinated
the visits of doctors to designated villago dispenasaries, The mission of
the doctor was not to treat patients but to advise and train the responsible
rurse and midwife or heclth worker of a particular village. To insure
corplete understanding of the program and to formalize the coordination
procedures, a joint directive was published under the signcture of the
Province Chief end the Brigade Commanding General.

2. Evaluetion.

The effectiveness of this progrem can not be measured
in immediate results. But the recognition of combined goecls on the pert
of the prevince and the brigadc, which go beyond good will and intelligence
information in MEDCAP operetions, is an initiel indication of its importance.
The program 18 a mutually planned, combined, long range effort to improve
the QVN medical workers, croaste an effective GVN medical supply 8ystem,
improve dispensery operations ond develop confidence in the people towards
thoir health syatem.

3. Becommendetions.

Previcus to the initiation of this program, the
medical civic action program was a responsibility of the S-5 cfficer. When
the sbjective of the program was simply promoting good will, the S-5 officer
was properly choscn to supervise the effort, But when the objectives of
NMEDCL® oparetions were changed to tho training of medicel wrkers and
technical improvament of the GVN modical system, it became evident that
MEDCAP operctions must come under the supervision of medical personnel who
are trzined end technically qualified to implement a progrem of this scopo.

(¢) Psyop

1. A joint plan for intensifying the pecificstion effort in
a sclected aree was executed in two separate though integrally connocted
operztions, The first of these was the provision for total security with
the combined tactical rescurccs of the brigade and the province. The sccond
was tho inculestion of the desire for self-govermment and self-development
in the poople of the selccted aren. Vietnamese Information Sorvice with
U.8. Psyop teams, district and village nursos with U.S. medical personnel,
Ravolutionary Devolopment Cadre with U,S. civioc action teams, all jointly
planned ond oonductod thoir endccovors to instill in the people an allegianoe
end then on active perticipation in the goveramant »¢ Matnan,

CONFI[ZENTIAI.
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AVEL-C. 21 May 1970
SUBCECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, lst Inf Bde, Sth Il Div
(Mech), For Period Ending April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

Psychological operations were conducted with the dual purpose of
providing information on GVN, province and district programs and policies
as well as strengthening the district and village information cadre.
Consistent U.S. intersst throughout the operation furthered the appointment
of the necessary village and hamlet information cadre. Materials for
hamlet information boards were turned over to the district VIS chief for
his distribution and the supervision of the construction. Psychological
operations were conducted jointly by Detachment 2, 7th Psyop Battclion and the
Vietnamese Information Ce're. As many different techniques of information
dissemination were utilized as possible: loudspesker broadcests from the
eir and the ground, motion pictures using both propaganda and entertainment
films, province cultural drama teams, and geriel and individual distritution
of handbills, posters and newspapers.

2. Evaluation. This combined intensified pacification
operation achieved its major goal when the hamlet evaluation system rating
reflected that the eight hamlets protected by the U.S. infantry and
territorial forces were upgrad2d from contested "D" to "C" rated hamlets.
This occurred within forty da,s after the combined operations were initiated.
Significant progress was also made in developing an effective Vietnamese
information service, upgrading the health standards, revitalizing the Chieu
Hoi program and completion of self-development projects.

3. Recommendations.

The objectives of the brigade combined operations have
been successfully reached without the introduction of tactical troops into
populated areas. By insuring that a pacification effort is jointly planned
and implemented, a tactical unit commander can avoid placing American
soldiers in a village. By stressing the proper deployment of regiona) forces
outside of populated areas, the commander can provide the necessary training
that will give the RF unit confidence and permit them to operate from
village bases and thus provide the security that is necessary to stop
infiltration and deny the enemy close-in bases.

2. (C) Section 11 - Lessons Learned, Commanders Observations, Evaluations,
a. Personnel. None

b. Intelligence.

CONFIDENTIAL
?
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AVBL-C : : 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(1) Mine ambushes.
(a) Observation.

The enemy forces within NICTZ resorted to a new tactic
in an attempt to ambush armored columns. On two separate occasions during
the reporting period, elements of the lst Bn, 6lst Inf (Mech) were confronted
by a series of command detonated mines.

{b) Evaluation.

The mines were implanted on main tank trails and ridgelines
where armored columns were required to move due to the restrictions imposed
by the surrounding terrain. The enemy used both metallic and plastic-
satchel charge type mines. The non-metallic or concussion mines were
arranged in the center of the tank trail in an attempt to place the detonation
point under the center of the vehicle. The metallic or fragementary mines
were emplaced to the sides of the trail to achieve maximum casualties by
spraying the sides and tops of the vehicles with fragments. The mines were
electrically command detonated. A diagram of such an ambush encountered is
attached (Inclosure 6).

(c) Recommendations. None
(2) Enemy clothing.
(a) Observation.
It has been found that after contacts which result in
enemy KIA's, soldiers policing the battlefield often overlook items of
clothing which contain useful information.
(b) Evaluation.
Unit identifications, names, and other pertinent information
are often sewn into clothing where they cannot be readily seen (i.e. under

pocket flaps or behind seams). Soldiers should be alerted to look for such
markings and evacuate marked clothing with other items and documents.

(c) Recommendation.
The necessity of carefully examining clothing should be

emphasized in the continuous training given to troops in the field and in
the orientation given replacements.

8
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AVBL-C |

. 21 May 1970

SULJICT: Operational Report - lessons Learned, lst Inf Bd=, szﬁ InT Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR=65 (R2) (U)

(3) Sensor Devices.

(a) Observation., The enemy will hebitually return to an
erea in which recent allied operations have been conducted.

(b) Evaluation.

Units of the brigade, on request, will have suncor tcams
attached. These teams emplace sensor devices in arcas to be vacated by
friendly units; specifically key terraln features, trails, and night
defensive positions,

(c) Recommendsation.

That sensor devices be used to the maximum extent by units
departing an area of operation to detect enemy movement in the arca onco the
fricndly forces have departed.

¢s Operations.
(1) Combined Security/Pecificetion Operation.
(a) Observation,

During tho period the brigade conducted two combined
operations with local forces which wore discussed earlior in the report.

(b) Evalustion.

The success of both operations was beyond all expectations.

erations increased the province's RF/PF units capabilities to conduct

The op
ed confidence and provided increased motivation

independent operations, instill
for each local force soldier.

(c) Recommendations.

1. For optimum results, a period of two weeks should be
set aside for conducting training and operation for the average strength RF

company.
2. 1t is strongly recommended that the Vietnamese supply

system be stocked with prepackaged Class I and V to assist in support of
combined operations and to be able to support the newly trained RF companies

which operate independently.

9
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AVBL=C 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Pepsrt - Lesscrs Learned, 1lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period ircing 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (v)

3. A preparation stage should be scheduled for US units
prior to initiation of combined US/RF operations. The preparation stege
should include refvesher training on basic soldiering and orientation on the
purpose of the opcration, and the techniques of training and operating with
Vietnamese counterparts,

L. A1l decisions on operations from the lowest maneuver
element up through tThe staff should be mutually agreed upon.

5. Command and cont>ol headquarters should be collocated for

~

the duration of the operation. .
(2) Use of 11lumination during and after night contact.
(a) Obsertation.

Continuous illumination prevents the enemy's thorough
policing of the bettlefield during &nd after contact.

(b) Evalustion.

During enemy attacks, especially sapper attacks, constant
illumination is absolutely necessary; it is equally imperative that illumination
be maintained after attacks to prevent the enemy from retrieving valuable
equipment as well as their dead and wounded. Artillery illumination is the
most readily available and most dependable in any given situation since it
requires very little of the ccmmander's time for adjustment during the
critical phases of the contact and does not interfere with other artillery
fires. Flareships may be used only when weather permits and then only
for short periods of time. As a general rule, flareships require too ..ich time
from the commander and FO for adjustment and their use restricts the
employment of artillery fire.

(¢c) Recommendation: None

(3) Location of sleeping trenches in night defensive positions.

(a) Observation.

It has been found that most casualties are sustained in
the first three to five minutes of a surprise ground attack of a night

defensive position.

CONFIDENTIAL
10
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AVBL-C 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - “=csons Learned, 1st Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Exuing 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(b) Evalnation.

The enemy normally initiates the attack with a heavy
volume of rocket, mortar, and RPG fire. Personnel sleeping alongside vehicles,
even though their sleeping positions are dug in, are vulnerable to wounds
resulting from RPG's impacting on adjacent vehicles.

(¢) Recommerdation.

Slerping positions should be prepared with overhead cover
(behind or under vehicles in the NDP) to prevent casualties sustained from
RPG spalling and to protect personnel against rocket and mortar fragments,

(L) Emergency sircraft navigation,
(a) Obscrvation.

During periods of reduccd visibility helicoptor missions
of an emergency nature can be flown using artillery illumination fire es
a navigation guide.

(b) Evalustion,

The brigade DS artillery battelion supnorted a night
extraction of a ranger team during & period of heavy fog. This was cccom-
plished by leading the sircraft with 1llumination fired at grids elong the
flirht peth into the area. When this method is used, direct communication
between the firing unit and the aircraft must be used.

(¢) Reccomnzndation.

That the use of illumination for aircraft navigation
during poor weather conditions be employed for emergency type missions.

(5) Claymore mechanical ambush,
(a) Obscrvetion,

The clgymore mechanical rmbush was cmployed by several
units within the brigade AO when oporating ewsy from populated areas, This
technique effectively supplcmented the manned embush end when employed
consecutively within an area increased the overall threat to enemy forces and
significantly reduced the enemy traffic within an area. A large percentage
of the enemy casualtles inflicted during the period can be credited to the
use of the claymore mechanical ambush.

11
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AVEL~C 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Rmpori - .c3sons lLearned, lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Euiing 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-55 (R2) (U)

(b) Evaluatien.

The claymore mechanical type smbush may be employed in
numerous configurations; limited only by the imagination and ingenuity of
the personnel employing them, Recon/Killer teams and infantry companies
of the lst Pattalion, 11th Infantry have employod linzar, circular,

L ~ shaped, T - shapad and V - chaped configura*ions of the claymore cmbush,
As many ss eightecn M-18A1 claymore mines have been employed in a single
W21l zone", A typical -loymore ambush has these componentss

-

i
_ER .- | Pover %“"”j"’\‘ gicagg grt
M8 SN T Souree [N attery
N "‘

- —

/

Wooden wedge T -l "Wire

[ S,
[} '::‘:--—”
?""""%‘.1 ———Clothespi
Trip wire o T ——

Wire Wrapping
Metal Contacts

The wooden wedge between the contacts of the jaws of the clothspin is
the only break in & circult connecting a cep and a power sourcc. Removal of
the wedge somplctes the circuit and detonates the mines,

(e) Recemmendations.

The generous use of the claymore mechaniczl ambush is
recominended 8 2 meons of incraesing the threat to the enemy and increcsing &
units influencc over o perticular erea. However, 4t should not be used in
closc proximity to populated areas or those areas whero there is innocent
civilian traffic.

d., Organisations None

- 2% Training.

(1) Imzgery Interprster Trezining.
(2) Observation.

The 517th MID Imagery Interpretation (II) Section staffs
and parforms the Brigade Aerdal Obsorvation Progrem utilizing personnel who

/3
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AVBL-C 21 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - lL:ssone Learned, lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

primarily have the MOS 96D (imagery interpreter)., These personnel are not
school-trained in flight procedures, taking and processing hand-held 3Smm
still photography, or adjusting artillery fire,

(b) Evaluation.

An intensive program of 0OJT was established within the
detachment to f11l the gap between school training in conventional IT woik
and the roquirements of the Azrial Observer Program, During thts quartor,
the Sth Battalion, Lth Artillery, provi 'ed a one-woek course of instruction
on artillery adjustment techniques and procedures that proved to be a
highly valuesble extension of tho detachment training program.

(e¢) Recommendation.

That artillery trcining be made a permenent part of the
in-country training progrem for Brigade MID serial obserwers.

(2) New Techniques on Rifle Marksmanship.
(a) Observation.

Severel new rifle marksmanskdp techniques weore testod
under combat end simulated combet conditions during the past reporting period.
This study wes conducted at the request of the USAIS.

(b) Eveluation.
Commants from all units tcsted substantiated the following.

l. Semi-automatic fire with the M-16 rifle is much more
effective than automatic fire against point, visible, stationary targets in
daylight at all ranges. However, automatic fire (three round bursts) is
preferred during hours of darkness in night defensive positions.

2. Due to the simplification of training, a consistent
center of terget olwing point 1is preferred over the edjusted eiming point for
all ranges up to 300 meters,

3. Aimed fire was preferred over pointing fire from renges
grecter then 25 meters. Pointing fire is preferred only when employed in a

meeting engegemont or chancoe encounter, when there is insufficient time to
fire woll=cimnd shots,

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECI: Operatioral licport - Lessons Learned, lst Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

4. The British Alert Position was found to be most
desirable only when enemy contact was imminent., The major drawback with
this position was found to be the excessive strain on the individual rifleman,
The individual soldler carrying a heavy rucksack cannot maintain for long
periods a ecarrying position that requires him to raise one or both arms.
Also, since the Britist Alert Position requires both hands it 1s virtually
impossible to employ this position in denss Jungle vegetation in certain
arcas in Northern I Corps RWN.

S. Of the cambat feasible positions, the kneeling
supported =nd kneeling unsupported positions provided the best combination
of spoed and accuracy. In favorable terrailn, the employment of the prone
position is etill preferred due to the soldier's natural desire to "get low
and stay down" when under intense fire.

(¢} Rocommendation: None
f. Logistics. None
-8 Communi cationn: None
he Materisal.
Blade Assembly for M-551,
(2) Observation.

Oporations in difficult torrein often recuire the employment of
blada tonks or CEV'a to mnke areas accessible to crmored wehicles.

(b) Evaluction.

Within the armored cavalry TOE there are no provisions for
tactical engineering vehicles, a situation which necessitates their attachment
from another unit. Vehicles normally assigned to brigades or divisions do
not possess the operational characteristics of the light armored vehicles
organic to cavalry units and are not always compatible with cavalry operations.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(e) Recommandation.

Othear:

Operational Report - ) Learmad
(Xech), For Paricd m&”?b April 15‘70 RCS cm—g? (R2) (u)

CONFIDENTIAL

1 Mgy 1970
Inf Diw

Consideration should be given to the employmont of mn M-$51
AR/AAY with blade assembly on the basis of ons per troop. BEmployment of such =
vehicls would signilicently increase the operational potontial of armoired
covalry.

ions.

VYN
/‘ y w-.«.‘gg"" e
ng

Brigedier General, USA
Commandi.

CONFIDENTIAL
15

P -




AVII-GCT (21 May 1970) ist Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Repcrt - Lessons Learned, 1lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Meoh), for Period Mading 30 April 1970, RCS C8MR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, HQ, IXIV Corps, APO San Francisoo 96349 11 JUk e

01 Commagnding Genersl, USARY, AFO San Francigec 96375

1. (U) The ORLL for lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech) has bemt reviewed by
this beadquarters in accordance with AR 525-15,

2, (U) This headquarters ooncurs with the report as writtem.

FOR THE COMMARDER;

huC
i ko
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AVHGC-DST (21 May 70) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT,
AP0 96558

i

'Learned for the quarterly perlod ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,
tst Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div (Mech) and concurs with the comments of indorsing

headquarters.

1 (U) Thie headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning"Mine Ambush", page 8, paragraph
b(1)t concur. Item has been extracted for inclusion in the next issue
of the USARY Combat Intelligence Lessons. No action by DA or USARPAC is
recommended.,

b. (C) Reference item concerning "Enemy Clothing”, page 8, paragraph
b(2): concur. Soldiers policing the battlefield often overlook itenms
of enemy clothing which may contain useful information. Unit identification,
names, and other pertinent information are often sewn into clothing. The
neceseity of careful clothing examinatidn should be emphaslized to troops
in the field and in orientations given replacemente. Item has been extracted
for in-lusion in the next i1ssue of the USARV Combat Intellipence Lessons.
No action by DA or USARPAC is recommended.

c. (C) Reference item concerning "lensor Devices", page 9, paragraph
c(3): concur. The enemy will habltuallly return to an area in which recent
allied operations have been conductel. Sensor ‘levices should be used
to the maximum extent to detect enemy movement in the area once the
allied forces have departed. Item has been extracted for inclusion in
the next issue of USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons. No action by DA
or USARPAC is recommended.

d. (C) Reference item concerning "Illumination", page ‘0O, paragraph
c(2): concur. During enemy attacks, especially sapper attacks, constant
illumination is necessary, It ls equally imperative that 1lluminatlon
be maintained after attack to prevent the enemy from retrieving equipment
as well ag their dead and woun'ed. Item has been exiracted for inclusion
in the next issue of Tips for Commanders. NNo action by DA or USARPAC

is recommended.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONFIDENTIAL DOD IR 5200.10
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SUBJECT: Operatlonal Report-Lessons Learned, ist Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div
(Mech), For Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2){U)

e, (U) Reference item concerning "Imagery Interpreter Training",
page 12, paragraph e(1): concur. Item has been extractei for inclusion
in the next issue of the USARV Combat Intelligence Legsons. No action
by DA or USARPAC is recommended.

FOR THE COMMANDER

¢

/,"/;?[ ,
oG

Clal W Seevens Jr.

: (.
[ - )
Cy furn: Asmsiait Agjutant Leve.s:
XXIV Corpe
ist Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech)
/8




GPOP-DT (21 May 70) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ 1st Infantry Brigade,
Sth Infantry Division (Mech) for Period Ending
30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (RZ2) (W)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Franciscc 96558 11J0L 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Scaff for Force Developmen:, Department
of the Army, Washingcton, D, €. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject teporft ais indarsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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Inclosure 1 (Task Organization) to Operational Report -~ Lessons Learned

Ist Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech), Period Erding 30 April 1970; RCS CSFCL-65

(R2) (U)

1-11 Int

TF 3«5 Cav

C/2«34 Armor

Incl 1

relatiouships within the brigade.
on a mission type basis.

1-52 Inf (Mech) TP 1«77 Armor

A/L-12 Cav

Bde Control

HiC, lst Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div (M)
S=ly Arty

75th Spt Bn

P/75th Rangar

Bde Security Plt

L3rd Inf P1t (Scout Dog)
A/7th Engr

298th Signal Co

L07 RRD

517 M1D

86th Chem Det

LBth PI Det

This task organization reflects the permanent OPCON/attachment
Forces are tailored by cross attachment

20
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| - Inclosure 3 (Operation Greca River Overlay: Pariod 16 April 1970 - Present)
to Operational Report - Lessons Learned lst Inf Bde, 5th In€
‘ Div (Mech), Period Ending 30 April 1970; RC5 CSFOR - 65 (R2)
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Inclosure & (Operation York Market Overlay) to Operational Reporr - Lessons
Learned lst Inf Bde, Sth Inf Div {Mech}, Period Ending

30 April 1970; RCS CSFOR - 65 (R2). Map, Vietnam, AMS Series
L 607, sheet 6442, 1:100,000

40
0 +
TN ¢
\\ FoeTTN
QA1 e ST Hai Lang \,

’
¢
.

’
Chic Ma River
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Inclosure 5 (Operation Dakota Clint Overlay) to Operational Report = Lessons
! ) Learned 1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div {Mech), Period &nding 30
: April 1970; RCS CSFOR -65 (R2). Map, Vietnam, AMS Series
L 607, Sheets and 6442, 1:100,000.

arg
C&?g carrall / A0 hite

2nd ARVN Mai Loc 40
TP1-11 ~ TF 3.5 .zk__so
AO Green
Inel—i- _ ,/’\"\’/
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Inclosure 6 (Mine Ambush) to Operational Report - Lessons Learned ist Inf Bde,
5th Inf Div (Mech), Perfod Ending 30 Apri) 1970; RCS CSFOR - 63 (&)

(Drawing lﬂlot. to Soale)

Homomnda plastic mins mado of ¢ block of TNT
wrnpped in cloth., 43 blocks wero loceted at
this loecatioca,

PM-60 mino, wired with
oloctronie blasting cap,

Homemedo plastic mine,
36 blocks
e

Wire led over
hill to diteh where
spool of NVA commo
wire was found,

250! of wire
connecting minos

« M « Mctallic or artillory rou
P = Plastic or THT
® = Did not dotonate

b
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